Koivoi aywveg apdafwv-epaiwyv oT10 XTEG &
TO ONUEPA: ZUVEVTEUEN ME TOV ZWwP(
Mexpaptriav

OOAITE> ME MNHMH - I>TOPIKA>YNENTEYZEI>

Mia KOUBEVTA yld TNV €VOTNTAd TOVU TMAAALOTIVIAKOU KdAl 10pANnALVoU
Aaov. ZuveévteuEn Ttou AvutoAefel pe T1ovZwpl Mexpaumdy, evog
avBpwTtrou Pe AIBavéQikn kataywyr TTou Cel oTnv ABAva, YETAPPACTH) TOU
BiBAiou “To lopanA kal o aywvag Twv TAAAICTIVIWY Yia autodidBson’,
Aigbvég Brpa. AVAILABLE HERE IN ENGLISH
e ¢ euxapioToUue yia autr) TNV KouBévta! Eival TToOAU onuavTiko yia guag va
OUVOMIAOUUE ME QvOPWTTOUG TTOU aoXoAouvTtal €0w Kal XPOvia MJE TO
TTaAaIoTIVIOKO Kol TO €fpaikd CATNUO atrd pia TTPOOOEUTIKA OKOTTIA. 21NV
ekdNAwan 1mou dlopyavwbnke atod TG ekd6oeIg AlEBvEC BAua, pIAoaTte Pe TO
€€NG KevTpikd BEpa: «H evotnTa Tou gpyadduevou Aaou oTtnv MNMaAaioTivn Kai T0
lopanA: H povn d1€€0d0¢ atmd 10 TEAPQ TNG KATOXNS Kal TOU TTOAEUoU». Mavw
0g autov Tov agova Ba BEAape va kivnBei n oulnTnon pag. O@a BéAaue va
pifoupe QWS OTIC TTPOCTIABEIEG KOIVAG auvlTIapENS TwV 2 Adwv dIaxPOoVIKA.
Kal va €0TIGO0UPE OTO TTWG 01 EBVIKIOPOI aAAG Kal 01 E€ouaieg dev aPrvouV JE
empov auth Tn ouvltapén va emTuxel. olec oTiyuéS Koivou aywva Ba
MTTOPOUCAUE VO EEXWPICOUE;
H Bpetavikn anowkiokpatia otnv [TaAaiotivn apxioe pe v NIta Twv OBwpavwyv
otov A’ TTaykoopio IToAepo. H Xawpa ota Bopela €ywve KEVIPO Blopnxaviag kat
owdnpodpopikwv  petagopwv. Tote vumnpge pia avénon G €BPAIKNG
petavaotevong and v Evpwnn, pe moAAoUg amd toug eBpaioug epydateg mou
KaTtéPBavav oTnv MEPLOXN VA TPEPOVV AloBnpata cupnddelag yia In veoovoTatn
EPYATIKY penoVUNAka otn ZoPleTikn Pwoia. IToANol jtav aplotepol “epyatioteg”
OlWVIOTEG, EVW AAAOL ITAV KOPUPOUVIOTEG. Ao auToUg Toug €Bpaiovg PHETAVAOTEG
€PXETAL, OTNV MPAYHATIKOTNTA, 1 MPOEAEVON TWV KOPHOUVIOTIKWYV 1OEWV 0NV
[TaAatoTivn.

H epyatikn opoomnovdia Histadrut omuiovpynbnke 1o 1920 amd €pyaTioTeQ
OlWVIOTEG. AUTN 1TaV Jla opoomnovoia yla Ta ntniuata g eBPaikng epyaciag.

To 1924, xT1oTav €va j1eyalo epyootdocto Tolaeviov oto Nesher €€w amod tn Xawpa.
O1 epydteg Kataokeung ntav EBpaiol petavaoteg, kKabwg kat Atyuntiot ApaBeg Kat
vtomol ApaBeg epyateg. Ot EBpaiol gpydteg amepyovodv yla TNV avénon twv
H106WV TOUG Kal yld TN Heiwon Twv wpwv epyaciag. Ol epydateg avtoi opyavwenkav
amno t Histadrut. [ToAV yprjyopa ol anepyol ovveldntonoinoav 0Tt dev pnopovoav
va kepdioovv v anepyia 6ixwg N cuppeToxn Kal Twv ApdBwv epyatwv. Ekavav
€KKANON oToug Apapeg Taflkoug adeApoug Toug, mapd TNV avribeon Ing nyeoiag
™G Histadrut. Tote, mpog €KNMANEN OAwv, ol ApaBeg €pydateg mpooxwpenoav padi
Tou¢ oav pwa ypoBud. Emetta and pia peyaAewwdn oipunvn amepyia, n etapeia
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TPOXWPNOE O€ mapaxwpnoelg otovg ERpaiovg epydteg. Opwg n cvppwvia pe I
Histadrut &ev €Aeye Timota oXeTiKA pe TOug Apapeg epydteg. H Histadrut
UMooTNPLEE OTL OV €lXe Kapla UMOXPEWOT) AMEVAVTL ToOug. Me peyaAn mAslopnegia
170 npog 30 o1 EBpaiol epydateg yn@loav va pnv eMCTPEYOUV OTNV Epyacia Toug av
dev enavanpooAnebouv ot ApaBeg. Ot Bpetavikeg ApXEC améAacav Toug
MEPLOCOTEPOVG amo Toug Apafeg epydTeq.. AuTdé ATAV €va TTPWTO TTaAPAdEIyUa
Koivou aywva EBpaiwv kol ApdBwv gpyatwv Kol Twv EPTTOdiwv TTOU
AVTIMETWTTI{AV.

Apyotepa, €vag ahog aywvag Eomaoe otn Xawpa PeTall pa@twyv Kat EVAovpywv
10 1925. Avutol o1 epyateg dovAgvav Kupiwg yia agevtika ITahatotivioug Apapeg. O
[Talawotiviol epydteg amevBUvOnkav oe viomoug ApaBeg-ERpaiovg epydreg,
Kabwg Kat o peAn tng Histadrut yia BorjBela otnv opyavwon. Mia I'evikny Agoxn
Epyatwv 16pulnke amod peplkoLG amd avtoug toug ApaBoeBpaiovg epydTteg mov
ntav péAn g Histadrut yia va opyavwBouv ot ITaAaiotiviot ApaBeg pagteg Kal
&ulovpyol. H anepyla eonaoe, T0Tg, 0NV MOAN ¢ Xaupa peTady Twv pa@Twy Kat
TWV EVAOUPYWYV O€ AUTA TA EpyacTrpla. AUTol AoKNoav TEAIKA APKETY Mieon KAl N
eBpaikn Histadrut napeixe kamnowa vootrpien.

H xupiapxn nalaiotiviaxn apafixn epnuepida al-Karmil, pia epnuepida pe evrovo
AVTIOWWVIOTIKO TapeNBOv, Bynke TOTE JE HlA TPOELdOMOINCN MPOG TOUG
[TaAawoTtivioug anepyovg, Aeyovtag: «PoBopacTte 0T 0 OKOMOC TNE MAPAKIVIONG TWV
ApdBwv epyatwv oe amnepyia €ival (1) va Toug LMOKIVIIoOUV o€ €€eyepon, (2) va
MPOKAAECOUV AVAOTATWOT OTNV EMIXEIPNHATIKY 6pacTnPEOTNTA TWV APABIKWYV
EMXEPNOEWY, (3) va avgnoouVv TI¢ TIHEG, WOTE va €ival EVKOAOTEPO yla Ta eRpaika
MPOIOVTA Va aviaywvioTouVv Toug ApaBeg Kal va Toug mApouv TI¢ BEoe1g epyaciag»
[BA. T0 B\BAio ZUvipopor kai ex6poi, ApaBes kai EBpaiol epyarec ornv MaAaiotivn,
1906-1948, Tou Zachary Lockman, o). 94].

O Bao1KOG XPLOTIAVOG HApWVITNG KANPLKOG TNG XAwpa KAAESE TOUG AMEPYOUG O€ Hia
ouUVAVTNON OmMou Toug mpoeldonoinog, ovppwva pe Tov Lockman, «va pnv
ovvepyadovtal pe toug EBpaiovg, ol omoiol 61€d1d6av 10V PMOACERIKIONO OTNV
[TalaloTivn, KAl TOUG amnUBUVE €KKANON VA OXNEATioouv TN OKNf Toug
JLIOUOOVAHAVIKN-XPLOTIAVIKT] £€VWON, 1) onoia 6a ntav anaAAaypgvn anod v eppaikn
gmppony [0.m., 0. 94].

To peyaAvTeEPO PIOPNXAVIKO EPYATIKO dUVAHIKO BplokOTAV 0TOV 016NpOdPo10 mov
elxe wg Kuplo kEVIpo In Xawpa. Exei, ou EBpaiol epydteg eixav opyavwoel €va
ovviikato ouvdedepévo pe tn Histadrut. 'H6n amd 1o 1921, T0 Z0O01AAIOTIKO
Epyatiko Koppa (SWP), 10 omoio mepleixe 1000 00C1AAIOTEG OLWVIOTEG 000 Kdal
KOHUJIOUVIOTIKEG TTEPUYEG, €IXE OMNUIAVTIKN EMIPPON) OTO €V AOYyW OUVOIKATO
o1dnpodponikwv. To SWP vnootpile TNV AvAyKnN vad avoifel To oUVOIKATO O€ PEAN
[TalawoTtivioug ApaBfeg KAl va OpPyavwoel evepyd Toug ApaBeg epyarteg. Ot
KOJHPOUVIOTEG VUMOOTNPIKTEG TG Pwowkng Enavdotaong eEnyovoav Tnv AvdAYKI
opyavwong OAwvV TwV €PYyATWYV, aVTITACOOVIAV OTO OlWVIOTIKO Kivnua,
aywviZovtav yla va avtitaxbouv oTn BPETAVIKT AMOIKIAKT EVTOAT Kal uootiptlav
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TO apaflkO aAvTIAMOIKIAKO €BVIKO Kivnua. (To SWP, cuvtopa petd, 61aondotnke ota
600 1€ €va aploTEPO-CLWVIOTIKO KAl £VA KOPHOVVIOTIKO KOPHA).

To 1921, mpaypatomomnénkav Hia O€pd KOWVWV ouvavinoewv petafv Epaiwv
AYWVIOTWV TNG E€PYATIKNG TAENG, KOPHOUVIOTWYV KAl APIOTEPWYV OlWVIOTWYV, KAl
ApdBwv epyatwv HE OTOX0 va eviaxBouv ot ApaBeg¢ 010 XUVOIKATO TWV
o1dnpodpoulkwv KAl va yivouv €va kKoo ouviikdato. H nyeoia tg Histadrut
TAxXOnKe KATA omolacdnnote Ko npoonTikng. H nyeoia g Histadrut Bswpnoe
QUTEG TIC EVEPYEIEG WC AMEIAN yia TNV 16€a NG owkodounong plag ePpaikng
natpidag pe efpaikn epyacia. TNV MPAyHATIKOTNTA, £€va 0TaBepd aitnua ng
Histadrut ntav va yivovtal mnpocAnyelg eBpaikng epyaciag oe BApog ¢ apapikng
gpyaoiag otoug o1dnpodpopovg.

ZUPpPwWVva e Tov 1opanAvo 10topiko Ilan Pappe, «O tomikog nyetng g Histadrut
otn Xawpa, David Hacohen, enénAnge toug EBpaioug epydteg mouv evwoav TG
duvapuelg toug pe toug IMaAatotiviovg: “Ot o1dnpodpopikol epydTteg EExXvoUV OTL N
anooToAn Twv ERpaiwv epyatwyv mov €ival H€pog TOU KIVIIIATOG Yid TOV EMOIKIOHNO
™G IMaAawotivng, 6ev eivalt va aoxolouvtal pe v alAnAoforifsla mpog Toug
ApaBeg epyateg, aAAd va BonBouv 0TV 0XUPWOT TOV ClWVIOTIKOU oxedlov emi Tov
nediov”» (A History of Modern Palestine, . 111).

H avfavopevn, OlWG, €PYATIKY HAXNTIKOTNTAQ, 1Oiwg umod ToV aviikTtumo tng
Pwolkng Emavdoctaong, evioxvoe TIG AploTEPEG OUVANEIG OTO ZUVOIKATO TWV
odnpodpouikwv. Evag peyalog apiBuog ApdBwv epyatwyv, ITalaoTiviwv kat
AlyunTiwv, TPOOXWPNOE OTO0 ZUVOIKATO. € €va OUVEOPLO TOUu ZUVOIKATOU
o1dnpodponikwv o Ilyas Asad, €vag ITaAaioTiviog EKMPOCWIOC, VTTOOTNPIEE:

«Aywvilopal va odnuioupynow OeopoUg MeTagu ERpaiwv kal ApdBwv
epyaTwy, yiati gipai BERaiog oT1, av cuvdeBoupe, Ba BonbrAcoupe o £vag Tov
aAAov, xwpic va Aaupdavoupe uttdwn Tn Bpnokeia 3 TNV €BVIKOTNTOY.
(Lockman, 0. 127).

MEexpt 10 1924, vnnpée VTIOXWPTNON TNG KIVNTOMOINoNG NG EPYATIKNG TAENG KAl TWV
EMAVACTATIKWY duvatottwv o€ OAn v Evpwnn. Avto €iXe AVTIKTUMO KAl 01N
Bpetavikn I[TaAaiotivn. Tov Anpikio Tov 1924, n nyeoia g Histadrut avoife noAepo
EVAVTIOV TWV KOPHOUVIOTWYV PEAWV NG, KNPVOCOVTAG TOug £XBpoug Tou eRpaikov
AdoV, EKOWXVOVTAG TOUC TEPLOCOTEPOUG. AUTO €IXE APVNTIKY) OUVEMELA OTIG
MPooTABdeleg TOV ZUVOIKATOU TWV OlONPOdPONIKWY Va O1KOOOUNo0UV £€va
ouvvolkato ERpaiwv kat ApaBwv epyatwy.

Tavtoxpova, N aoTIKN Kat YeOVOAPXIKT) apafikn EBVIKIOTIKN Nyeoia emMTEBNKE KAl
auTn OTO AVAMTUGOONEVO ZUVOIKATO O1ONPOSPOUIKWY KATNYOPWVTAG TA apaBika
TOU HEAN OTL anoTeAoVOAV PEPOG H1AC CLWVIOTIKNG OpYAVWONE AOYW TWV SE0UWV
Tov owpateiov pe t Histadrut. Ztnv apapikn epnuepida al-Nafir, eppaviotnke eva
apbpo pe Vv uvnoypar tov Hasanayn Fahmi, evog Awlmtiov ny€tn Ttovu
ouvdlkATov, Omouv Kalovoe Toug ApaBeg €pyaTeg va €YKATAAEIYOUV TO KOO



ZUVOIKATO O10MPOdPOUIKWY EMEDY) OTNV MPAYHATIKOTNTA NTAV MU0 OlWVIOTIKN
opyavwon (6.m., 0. 137).

Katad v emnopevn mepiodo NG €pyatikng avataong, n ITaAaiotivn yvwploe
eMiong Yo ££apOn TWV KOIVWV EPYATIKWY OyWwVwV Kal opyavwoewv. To 1931,
EBpaiot xat ITahaiotiviol 0dnyol QopTnywv opyavwoav Jid oAU anoTEAECATIKT
KOVT) anepyia evavtia 6Toug QOpous NG BPETAVIKNG EVTOANG OV EMBAPLUVAV TOUG
odnyoug. Ot ApXEC aAvayKAOTNKAV va HEWWOOUV auTOUG Toug ¢opoug. To 1935,
MPAYHATOMOBNKE Hld HOJIK aTTrepyia OTO PBPETAVIKNAG 1810KTNOIAG SIVAIOTHPIO
mweTpeAaiou TnGg Xdipa, oTnv otmroia cuppeTeixav 1600 ERpaiol 600 kai Apafeg
epydreg. [Ipaypartonoménkav Kowveg 6pAcell TWV OlONPodPOUIKWY €PYATWY OE
aAAnAeyyUn pe TOuG egpydateg Tou OwAlomnpiov metpelaiov. Emtaxkooiol
o1dnpodponixkoi epyateg SadnAwoav v IMpwtopayla tov 1935, avapeod toug 113
EBpaiol. H VvEa paxnTIKOTNTA AVAYKAOE TN OUVOIKAAIOTIKY] Nyeoia va Bgoel
npoBeopia amepyiag. Ot Apxec NG PBPETAVIKNG EVIOANG apvnénkav va
dlanpaypatevtouv 1y va avayvwpioouv 1o cuvolkato.
O Pappe avag@épel TMOANEG MEPMTWOELS KOWNG avrtiotaong tng €BPAikng xai
apaBKNG €pyatikng TtA&ng. Qotdéoo, emonNuAivel To Tipnua TTou TTARPWOCAV Ol
TTPWTOOTATEG AUTWYV TWV TTPOCTTABEIWV:
«Otav npoowna onwe o Fawzi al-Husayni 1) o Fakhri al-Nashahibi evtaxénkav oe
apaBoeBpaikéG opyavwoelg mov vnootnpl{av pla O61-e8vikn moAlTikn doun, 10
nAnpwoav pe I {wn tovug. To 1937, €vag NyETnNg Tov MAAAIOTIVIAKOU £PYATIKOU
ouvdikatov OSohowovriBnke. To 1947, SoAowovnOnke €vag AANOG NMYEING TOV
ouvOKATOV jie 10 6vopa Sami Taha. Kat ot Vo dolopoviiBnkav eneldn vnetagav
™V €BVIKT aAAnAegyyun otnv Taikn ocuveidnon... To xépt Tov Amin al-Husayni fjtav
opato xat otig dvo Solowovieg» (Pappe, oeA. 113-114). O Amin al-Husayni
[BpnokeuTikdg Ny£Tng Kal @IAovadioTig] tav o Mougtg ¢ IepovoaAnu kat o mo
em@avng nyEmg Twv ITaAaioTiviwv eKeLvN TNV EMOXN.
AvEpepa HEPIKA TTAPAdEIYUOTA OUVEPYATIAS TNG EPYATIKAG TAENG. TETOIES
TPOOTIABEIEG £yIvav KAB' OAn Tn dIdpKela TNG OUYKPOUONG OTIG OEKAETIEG
1920-1940. O1 TTpoCTTABEIEC QUTEC OPWG TTPOCEKPOUCAV OTN CUVOUACHEVN
avTidpaon TNG PPETAVIKAG OTTOIKIAKAG Oloiknong, Twv £PyodoTwV, TOU
ouvOikdTtou Histadrut Twv EBpaiwv epyatwv kKal Twv TTAAAICTIVIAKWY
EOVIKIOTIKWYV QOTIKWYV, QEOUDAPXIKWY Kal KANPIKWY OuVAPEwY. AUTEG Ol
OuVOUOQOPEVESG DUVANEIG, TTOU N KaBepia TTiede atrd TNV TTAEUPd TNG Kal yid
TOUG OUYKEKPIMEVOUG TAGIKOUG TNG AOYoug, ATAV £va TTOAU PEYAAO EUTTODIO
TTOU ETTPETTE VA CETTEPACEI N VEQ EPYATIKA TALN OTNV ATTOIKIOKK NaAaioTivn.
e ApyOTEpa, UTTHPXAV KOIVoi aywveg kal péoa oTto lopanA; Mvwpifoupe, yia
TTOPAdEIYHA, TNV TTEPITITWON TWV VOONAEUTWV.
[Tavw ano 1o 20% Twv moAttwv Tov IopanA gival ITalatotiviol. Epyddovtat otig ibieg
emxelpnoelg pe toug ERpaiovg epyalopevoug, ovxva SimAa-6inAa. Aev vroAoyidw
Kav €6w Toug gpyalouevoug mov €pxovtal anod tn Avtikn Ox6n 13 ) I'ala ywa va
gpyaoTtouv oto IopanA.



Ymnp€av kamolol kowoi aywveg amd EPRpaiovg kat ApaBeg €pydateg HETA TNV
navénuia COVID-19. MetagV Twv M0 ONHAVTIKWY MPOCYATWY AyWVWV NTav TwV
€EPYAJOLEVWYV OTA VOOOKOJELN, VOOMAEVUTWYV, Tpavpatio@opewv KA. Exej,
nAai-nAdl ITahawotiviot ApaBeg kat IopanAwvoi EBpaiot voonAeguteg kait aAAot
€epyadolevol OTa VOOOKOHElA amepyovoav yia KAAUTEPEG OUVONKEG, Yua
MEPLOOOTEPEG AMOIBEG, YA TEPLOCOTEPEG TMPOCANWYELG TMPOCWTIKOU, KAVOVTAG
KOIVEG TTEPIPPOUPNTEIG KOI KPATWVTAG TTaVO oTa apafikd Kal Ta Bpaikd.

[Tpw amo dvo xpovia, vmnpee pa AAAN €€apomn NG PBlag TwWV EMOIKWV Kal TwWV
LOAQUIOTIKWYV €MIBEceWV. EBPaiKEC O1KOYEVELIEG £Y1VAV 0TOX0G TWV I0AAUIOTWYV KAl
MAAALOTIVIAKEG TWV MOIRWV. To Zuvdikdato Odnywv Acw@opeiwv opyavwoe Koivég
EMITPOTTEG AHUVOG TWV EAWV TOV Yla Va MPOooTATEVOEL TOGO Ta apapikd 600 Katl Td
eBpaikd PEAN TOV KAl TIG OIKOYEVELEC TOUG.

H 1opanAwvn ouvvdikaAioTikyy Opoomnovdia Koah La Ovdim [AUvaun otoug
epyalopevoug] eivat ave€aptntn anod tn Histadrut. H opoonovdia avtr 16pvenke 1o
2007 kat vmootnpidel avolxtd v aAAnAeyyun petafy ERpaiwv kat ApdBwv
gpyalopevwy. Ta péAn TG €xouv aveNBel o nepimov 35.000 epyaldpevoug.

Ta napandvw napadeiyparta €ival onpavtiko va Td €XOVHE KATA Vou. AgIXvouv 0Tl
N kown Ttafikn Spdon eivar duvarn KAl OTNV  MPAYHATIKOTNTA QUOIK).
Maxkpomnpo6eoja, 0 POVOG TPOMOG vd BYOUHE Amnd TOV KUKAO NG KATOXNG, NG
TPOPOKPATIAG, TOU TOAENLOV, TNG KATACTPOYPNG TIOU €XEL TIEPATEL T MEPLOXT| Elval
H€0a amo TNV KOlVI) MPOooTAbela NG €PYATIKNG TAENG va mapel v €fovoia oTo
IopanA xat v [TaAaiotivn.

H avtionmuikn enibeon ¢ Xapag otig 7 OxtwRpen pe ™ dolowovia mavw anod
1.500 moArtwv KAl TNV amaywyn mepinov 240 avBpwnwv, £€6sce €va enmoddio,
TOMOBETNIEVO OTO aipa, oTn duvatoTnNTa TWV EPYAJOPEVWYV Va SOUV T KOVA TOUG
OUPQPEPOVTA KAl £TOL 0TN SuvatotnTa va Bpouvv eva Spolo mpog Ta ERNPOG.

e 2Tnv ekdNAwoN, avépepeg TTwg 10 1960-'70 ota otpardémeda Tou Aidvou
QaiveTal TTwg dnuioupynRdnke n 16€a yia yia evwpévn MaAaioTtivn — T akpIBWg
TepIANauBave autd; loa dikaiwuarta o€ 1o0panAivoug kal TTaAaioTivioug; Ol
TTAAQICTIVIOI KAl I0panAIvVOi TTWG avTédpaoav O€ auTo;

Yta TéAn ™G dekaeTiag Tov 1960, o1 AVOPWTIOL MOV BPIOKOVTAV 0TOUG KATAVALOHOUG
[TaAaloTIViwV MPoo@UYywV Touv A1Bavou £eonKwBNKaAv EvaAVTId OTOV EAEYX0 KAl TNV
Kuplapxia tov AMBaveédikov kpdtoug. Ot [TaAaioTiviol 6€ auTovg TOUG KATAVAIOHOUG
NTav amnd TOUC MO KATATIECOPEVOUG EPYATEG OTIC ABAVEYIKEG BlOPNXAVIKEG
povadeg kabwg kar otig peyaleg @uteieq. Méow G PAIRNG €EEYEPONG TOUG
AMEKTNOAV TOV EAEYXO TWV TPOCPUYIKWV KATAVAIOPNWY, KAl AUTO EMETPEYE TNV
avantuén ™m¢ ®atdx xrat Twv AAAWV MAAACTIVIAKWV opyavwoewv g PLO oe
auTOUC TOUG KATAVALOHOUG. Ol MEPLOXEC AUTEC £YVaV KEVIPA EMAVACTATIKNG
OKEWYNG KAl 0pyavwong.

Exeivn v emnoxn, n PLO npdteve 0T1 0 aywvag €IXe WG 0TOXO Ul ONUIOKPATIKN
Koouikn ITaAaiotivn, 6mrou ERpaiol, XpioTiavoi kai MoucouAudvol 8a prropolucav
va Jouv wg 100TINOI TTOAITEG HE ioa Sikaiwpata. AuTd NTav pa npoomndbela va



600¢el pa ko mMpoomTiKNY yla Toug ITalalotivioug Kat Toug IopanAvoug epydTeg.
AvTtn anoTtéleoe pia MoAU MPoOodEVTIKT) MPATAOT Yld TNV €MOXT) KAl Ba pnopovoe va
amoTEAECEL P1lA YEQPUPA Y1a KOWVT) dpdon.
Qotoco, ol TmPAgelg TmpEMEl  va ovpminTtouv  HE  Ta  Aoywa.  TToAAEG
ouvioTwoeg-opyavwoelg ¢ PLO, evw {ntovoav pia TETola MPOOMTIKN, TNV idla
OTLYHT opyavwvav SpAceEIg MoV 0TOXEVAV 10pANAIVOUG TTOAITEG. AUTEG O1 EVEPYEIEG
TOoU OTOXeuav oTnVv adlakpitwg Sologovia lopanAivwv dev Taipialav pE TO
agnynua piag dnuokpatikAg KoouiKig MaAaioTivng, 61Tou o1 ERpaiol gixav 8éon
wg 106TIMoI TTOoAiTEG. Q¢ €K TOUTOV, Ol IopanAwoi epyalopevol dev pnopovoav va
MELOTOVV OTL EMPOKELTO Y1d J1id yvriold mPoomndbeld Kal ol KATITAAOTEG KUBEPVITES
Tou IopanA, ano v dAAn, EKavav tn PEYLoTN duvaTn XPT|oN AVTWV TWV EMBECEWV.
e Tnv idla emmoxn, 10 1972, udbape amod Tnv ekdNAwonN, TTwg uTpxe otn MNada
MEXPI Kal O10nNpodpopikd dikTuo pe dpopoAdyio Iada — Teh afif aAAd Kai
oKEWN YIa agPOdPOMI0. ZAPEPA, AKOUYETAl TTOAU POKPIVO aKOPN Kal auTo, 0w
TTOU QTACOUE YE TOV ATTOKAEIOPO Kal TNV TTANPN 1comédwon TnG Nadag. Autd
deixvel pia dlagopd oTnV €IKOVa 0€ OXEON ME TO onUEPIVO adI€Codo... Mwg,
OMWG, KaTd TN yvwun oag n Xaudg @pdadel Tov OpOUo yia pia BeTIKA eTTiAucn
TOU {NTAMATOG;
Eilval onpavtiko va EEKIVNooVIE e TO TaS1KO MAAio0 PECa 0TO OMOoio AEITOUPYEL O
Xapag. H Xapag eivatl pla avtidpaotikn opydvwon tng prnovplovadiag. H moATIKY
NG MPOOTTIKY €lval N eykadidpuon £vog KATITAAIOTIKOU ICAAMIKOU KPATOUG OTNV
NaAaioTivn. Exel dgiel, 116, 11 €1doug e€ovoia okomeVel va eykabidpvoel otnv
npaypatikny <wn ot l'dala. ©éAw va umevBupiow OTOV avayvwoTtn Kdl Tnv
avayvwotpla ot 1 Xapdg xkuBepva ) I'ala ano to 2006, 6tav KEPSIOE TIC EKAOYEQ
ekel. To 2007, &ie€nyaye ep@ULA0 mOAepo evavtiov g Patax (ng rupwag
ovviotwoag ¢ PLO) kat ektomioe t ®atax ano m Awpida g I'afag. Extots,
KuBepvd pe o1depevia PTEPVA, APVOUUEVN TA OnuokpatTikd Sikawwpata, ta
OUVOIKAAIOTIKA S1Ka1WPATA, Ta SIKAIWPATA TWV YUVAIKWY Kal OAEG TG AAAEQ
e\evBepieg MOV €XOUV KATAKTNOEL IE AYWVEG ATO TOUG £PYA{OIEVOUG OE ONO TOV
KOO}O0.
H npoontikn g Xapdag eivar n e€aleryn oAwv twv ERpaiwv and 1o IopanA, eivat
UMEP NG KATaoTpong tou IopanA. Otidnnote xtiotnke anod toug ERpaiovg amno to
1948 ka1 petd Bswpeital mapavopo yu avtovg. Ia m Xapdg, EMouEvwg, eV uAPXEL
XWwpog yia toug EBpaiovg. Eival pia avtionmitikyg opyavwon. Av KAMO10G €XEl
ap@iBoAieg yU avto, 10te apkel va del Tig embeoelg TG Xapag otig 7 OKtwpplov.
AvBpwrol okotwenkav adlakpitwg anAd xait povo eneldn nrav ERpaiol. Mepikol
amd autoug MOV OKOTWONKav Kait amnxénoav mntav otV MPaypatikotntd
UMOOTNPLKTEG TWV MAAAIOTIVIAKWY STKAIWHATWV.

TEtol1eq evépyeleg eumnodidouv TIC MPOOTABEIEC yia TNV e€gVpeon VoG HpojIov
TMPOG TOV KOO aywvad Twv epyalonevwy, avefdaptnta and 1o av ival IopanAwol
EBpaiot 1} ITaAaiotiviot ApaBeg. EvioxUouv TNV MOAITIKY) B€0TM €KEIVWV OV OTO
IopanA 1oxupidovtat oT1t ot ITaAaiotiviot BEAOUV VA OKOTWOOUV OAOUG TOUG
EBpaiovug kat 6ev umdpxel TPOMog va (noouvv padi. EVioxvouv TNV TMOALTIKN
VMOOTNPLIEN NG KATOXNG.



e [lwg o Netavidyou kavel akpIBwg To idIO;

O mpwBumovpyog Netavidxov €ival €vag KAmMTAAOTAG MOAITIKOG MOV Myeital Tov
HEYAAVTEPOV KAMITAAIOTIKOU KOppatog tov IopanA. Xe teAikn avaluvon, n SovAeld
ToVL €lval va umepaomieTal Ta CUPPEPOVTA TNG TAENG Tov. Aev evilagEpeTal yla ta
dikawwpata twv IMahaloTiviwy, £xel B£0€l TEPAOTIO EUTTOSIO OTOV TEPUATIONO TNG
KOTOXNG, €XEl ePmodioel TN dnuovpyia evog ave€ApInTov MAAAIOTIVIAKOU KPATOUG
Kal oUTW KaBe€ng, 1o €xel 6eifel auto ota xpovia mov Bpioketal otnv e€ovoia. Ot
evepyeleg TG Xapdg padi pe to aoTiKO KANPKO Kabeotwe Tng Texepdvng BETouv
Uno ap@opntnon vV da v mapovoia Twv ERpaiwv omv meploxrn. Auto
eellooetal oe €va unapflako Nmnua, petafv AAAwv, Kal yla Tnv 1opanAivn
KAMTAAOTIK) dpxXovod TAEN Kait Tov mpwlumoupyd ¢ — €€ ou KAl N
amo@YaoloTIKOTNTA TOUG OTOV ONHEPVO MOAEp0. Emixelpovv va anaAAayouv amno 1n
Xapdg, avefdptnta amd to KOO0TOC 0t (weG ITaAaioTiviwv MOAlTwv alAd Kat
IopanAtvwv.

e JuxVd aTmmooIwWTIATal OTTO OXETIKEG AvAAUOEIG TNG TTEPIOdOU, OANG UTTAPXE! KI
évag AaAAog Aadg otnv TrepIoxr, o1 Bedouivol, TTou OTnv €miBeon TG 7ng
OkTwRpn péTpnoav PAAIOTA avApeod TOUG Kal VEKPOUG — padi ue GAAoug 22
vekpoUg TaiAhavdoug epyateg yng Kai eipnvioTéS. O1 Bedouivol, iowg, va Rrav
etriong B€TIKOI yIa pia a1rd Kolvou cuvuTtapén Twv Aawv JE ioca SIKAIWPATA;

AnoAUTwG. Ot Bedovivol eival vopadikog apapikog Aaog. Oswpouvtal PEPOC TOV
MAaAAIoTIVIAKOU Aaov otnv neploxn] Tov IopanA kat g ITalawotivng. Ocol ouvv oTO
IopanA €xouv topanAwviy vnkootnta. H avtidpaon moAAwv Bedovivwv otn opaym
™G 7ng OktwPpiov Ntav pla avepwrmivn aAAnAeyyun. Etpefav va Bonbrioouvv Toug
Tpavpatieg. IToANol oKoOTWONKAV Ao TOUG PAXNTEG TNS Xaudg.

e Karayeoar armod tov Aifavo, TTeG PJag, Trola €ival n Katdotaon Kal 0 VOUOG €KEi
yia Toug MaAaioTivioug;

Ot ITahawotiviol aypoteg npdouyeg ouvv oTo Aifavo and 1o 1948, xatd tn didpkela
TOU TMOAEHOVU Yo TNV 1dpuomn Tov KpAtoug Tou IopanA, OTAV OE OPIOHPEVES
MEPMTWOEL AVAYKACOTNKAV aAMd TIC €EVOMAEG OlWVIOTIKEG Oduvapelg va
eykataleipouv ta omitia toug omnv IlaAaiotivn. e AANEG TMEPUTTWOELG,
evBappLVONKaAV €VIova va QUYOUV AmMo Td YEITOVIKA apapilkd KaBeoTWTA MOV TOUG
UMIOOXEBNKAV [1d YPT)YOPT) EMOTPOPT.

210 AiBavo, €yRATAOTABNKAV O MPOOPUYIKOUG KATAUALOHOUG, KOVIA OfF
Blopnxavikd KEVIpA KABWG KAl Of YVEWPYIKEG @uTeieg. Avutoli ol aypoteq
MPOOYPUYEG {0VOAV KAl OUVEXI{OUV Vva {OUV 0E CUVONKEG MAPAYKOUTIOAEWV. Toug
apvnenkav 1o dikaiwpa 1610kINolag oe akivnta, Toug apvouvtdl €wg oNHEPA TNV
npooBaon oe ©6erdadeg efeldikevpéveg BO€oelg epyaciag Bacest voupouv. Ot
MPOOPUYLKOlL KatavAlopoi tehovoav €€ apxng LMo TOV AUCTNPO €AEYX0 TWV
KPATIKWV duvapewv aoc@aleiag touv ABdvou. Eywvav pua  @tnvny mnyn
UTIEPEKHIETAAAEVOPEVOL €PYATIKOU SUVAHRIKOU Yld TA KAMITAAOTIKA CURPEPOVTA
TOOO OTN Yewpyia 000 kKat otn Blopnxavia. Méxpt m dekastia tov 1970 oxedov
400.000 TIaAaiotiviol MPOOWYUYEG (OVOAV OE TMPOCPUYIKOUG KATAUALGHOUG OTO
AiBavo.



Oa mpEmnel va MPooBEcw OTL autn SV NTAV N Hoipa NG AvVWTEPNE Heoaiag kai
aoTIKNG TAENg mov eykateAewpe v Ilahawotivn. Autd Ta  oTpwpaTty,
EVOWNATWONKAV MAT)pWS 0TNV VYNAT) Kowvwvia Tou Aiavov.

Yta TEAN ™G Oexkastiagc Tou 1960 kAl OTI¢ APXEG NG dekaetiag tou 1970, ot
ITahaloTiviol epyateg €€eAixOnkav o€ PAXNTIKA MPWTIONOPA OTOIXEIA TNV Avodo
TWV OUVOIKATWYV Kal TWV EPYOOTACIAKWY EMITPONMWV HPETAEL OAWV TWV
epyalopevwyv oto AiBavo. Autriy 1 Avodog Tou €pyaTIKOU KIVNIATOG ATOTEAECE
Tpooijto yla 1o EEonaopa Tov EpgpuAiov IToAgpov to 1975.

e ¢ euxaploToUpe atrd KapdIag yia auTtr) TNV KouBévTa. Eiprivn kai dikaioouvn!

https://www.aftoleksi.qr/2023/11/14/koinoi-agones-aravon-evraion-chtes-amp-to-

simera-synenteyxi-ton-zorz-mechrampian/

Common Arab-Jewish struggles in the past &
present: Interview with George Mehrabian

Features, Nov 22nd

This is a conversation about the unity of the Palestinian and Israeli peoples. The
Greek libertarian journal Aftoleksi interviewed George Mehrabian, a person of
Lebanese descent living in Athens, who translated the book “Israel and the
Palestinian Struggle for Self-determination” into Greek.

Aftoleksi: Thank you for this conversation! It is very important for us to talk to
people who have been dealing for years with Palestinian and Jewish issues from a
progressive perspective. At an event organised in Greece by the publishing house
International Forum, you spoke on the following central theme: “The unity of the
working people in Palestine and Israel: The only way out of the quagmire of
occupation and war”. It is from this point that we would like to start our
discussion. We want to shed light on the two peoples’ efforts to coexist throughout
all this time. And to focus on how nationalism and dominant powers have
persistently prevented this coexistence from succeeding. What moments of
common struggle could we single out?

George Mehrabian: British colonial rule over Palestine began with the Ottoman
defeat in World War I. Palestine witnessed an industrial boom of sorts after the
war. In the north, Haifa became a centre of industry and rail transport. There
was a growth in Jewish immigration from Europe. Many of these Jewish workers
came with sympathies for the new workers’ republic in Soviet Russia. Many were
left-wing “labour” Zionists, while others were communists. These Jewish
immigrants are, in fact, the origin of communist ideas in Palestine. The Histadrut
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Labour Federation was formed in 1920 by labour Zionists and was a federation
for Jewish labour.

In 1924, a large cement plant was being built in Nesher outside of Haifa. The
construction workers were Jewish immigrants and Egyptian Arab and local Arab
workers. The Jewish workers struck for a wage increase and reduced work
hours. The Histadrut organised these workers. Very quickly, the striking workers
realised that they could not win the strike without the participation of the Arab
workers. They appealed to their Arab class brethren despite opposition from the
Histadrut leadership. To everyone’s surprise, the Arab workers joined in as one
fist. After a two month strike, the company granted concessions to the Jewish
workers. The agreement with the Histadrut said nothing regarding the Arab
workers. The Histadrut maintained that it had no obligations towards them. By a
large majority of 170 to 30, the Jewish workers voted not to return to work
unless the Arabs were rehired. The British mandate authorities deported most of
the Arab workers. This was the first example of a common struggle by Jewish
and Arab workers and the obstacles they faced.

Another struggle broke out in Haifa among tailors and carpenters in 1925.
Palestinian Arab bosses mainly employed these workers. Palestinian workers
reached out to local Arab Jewish workers and Histadrut members for help
organising. Some Arab Jewish workers formed a General Workers Club to
organise the Palestinian Arab tailors and carpenters. They put enough pressure
on the Histadrut to provide some backing. A strike broke out in Haifa among the
tailors and carpenters in these workshops.

The leading Palestinian Arab newspaper al-Karmil, a paper with a solid
anti-Zionist history, came out with a warning to the Palestinian strikers. It said,
“We fear that the purpose of inducing Arab workers to strike is (1) to incite them
to rebellion; (2) to cause disturbance in the business activity of Arab enterprises;
(3) to raise prices so that it will be easier for Jewish goods to compete with the
Arabs and take jobs from them.” (Comrades and Enemies, Arab and Jewish
workers in Palestine, 1906-1948, by Zachary Lockman, p.94) The leading
Christian Maronite cleric of Haifa called the strikers to a meeting where he
warned them, according to Lockman “against cooperating with the Jews, who
were spreading Bolshevism in Palestine and appealed to them to form their own
Muslim-Christian union which would be free of Jewish influence?” (ibid, p. 94).

The largest industrial workforce was in the railroad, with Haifa as its main
centre. There, the Jewish workers had organised a trade union affiliated with the
Histadrut. As early as 1921, the Socialist Workers Party, which contained both
socialist-Zionists and communist wings, had considerable influence in that
rail-workers union. The SWP argued for the need to open up the union to
Palestinian Arab membership and to organise Arab workers actively. The
communist supporters of the Russian Revolution explained the need to organise



all the workers; they opposed the Zionist movement, fought to oppose the
British colonial mandate, and supported the Arab anti-colonial national
movement. (The SWP split into two with a left-Zionist and communist party
soon after.)

In 1921, a series of meetings was held between Jewish working-class militants,
both communists and left-Zionists, and Arab workers to have the Arabs join the
rail workers’ union and that it be a joint union. The Histadrut leadership came
out in opposition to any collective perspective. The Histadrut leadership viewed
these actions as a threat to the concept of building a Jewish homeland with
Jewish labour. A constant demand of the Histadrut was for the hiring of Jewish
labour at the expense of Arab labour in the railways.

According to Israeli historian Ilan Pappe, “The local Histadrut leader in Haifa,
David Hacohen, rebuked Jewish workers who joined forces with Palestinians:
‘The railway workers forget that the mission of the Hebrew workers who are part
of the movement for settling Palestine, is not to be bothered by mutual
assistance to Arab workers, but to assist in the fortification of the Zionist project
on the land.” (A History of Modern Palestine, p. 111)

Increasing labour militancy, especially after the Russian Revolution,
strengthened the left-wing forces in the rail union. Many Arab workers,
Palestinian and Egyptian, joined the union. At a rail workers union conference,
Ilyas Asad, a Palestinian delegate, argued, “I am striving to establish ties between
Jewish and Arab workers because I am certain that if we are connected, we will
help one another, without regard to religion or nationality.” (Lockman, p. 127).

By 1924, there was a retreat in working-class mobilisation and revolutionary
possibilities throughout Europe. This had an impact in British Mandate Palestine.
In April 1924, the Histadrut leadership opened war on its communist members by
declaring them enemies of the Jewish people and expelled most. This negatively
impacted the efforts of the rail workers’ union to build a union of Jewish and
Arab workers.

At the same time, the bourgeois and feudal Arab nationalist leadership attacked
the growing rail workers union, charging its Arab members with belonging to a
Zionist organisation because of the union’s links with the Histadrut. An article
signed by Hasanayn Fahmi, an Egyptian union leader, appeared in the Arabic
paper al-Nafir, in which he called on the Arab workers to leave the common rail
workers union because it was, in reality, a Zionist organisation (ibid, p. 137).

In the next period of labour upsurge, Palestine also witnessed a surge in
common labour struggles and organisations. In 1931, Jewish and Palestinian truck
drivers organised a very effective joint strike against the British Mandate taxes
on the drivers. The Mandate authorities were forced to lower these taxes. In



1935, a massive strike in the British-owned oil refinery of Haifa that involved
both Jewish and Arab workers took place. Joint rail worker actions in solidarity
with the oil refinery workers occurred. Seven hundred rail workers marched on
May Day in 1935; among them were 113 Jews. The new militancy forced the union
leadership to set a strike deadline. The British Mandate authorities refused to
negotiate or recognise the union.

Pappe reports many cases of joint Jewish-Arab working-class resistance.
However, he also points to the price paid by the leaders of such efforts: “When
persons such as Fawzi al-Husayni or Fakhri al-Nashahibi joined Arab-Jewish
organisations advocating a bi-national political structure, they paid with their
lives. In 1937, a leader of the Palestinian labour union was assassinated. In 1947,
another union leader named Sami Taha was murdered. Both were killed for
subordinating national solidarity to class awareness. The hand of Amin
al-Husayni was visible in both assassinations.” (Pappe, p. 113- 114) Cleric Amin
al-Husayni was the Mufti of Jerusalem and the most prominent leader of the
Palestinians at the time.

I mentioned a few examples of working-class collaboration. Efforts such as these
occurred throughout the conflict in the 1920s-1940s. However, these efforts
came up against the combined opposition of the British colonial administration,
the employers, the Histadrut Union of Jewish workers, and Palestinian
nationalist bourgeois, feudal, and clerical forces. These combined forces, each
pushing from its side and for its specific class reasons, were too much of an
obstacle for the new working class in colonial Palestine to overcome.

A: Later, were there common struggles in Israel as well? We know, for example, the
case of the nurses.

GM: Over 20% of Israel’s citizens are Palestinians. They work in the same
enterprises as Jewish workers, often side by side. I am not even counting here
workers that come from the West Bank or Gaza to work in Israel.

Jewish and Arab workers have engaged in some joint struggles since the
COVID-19 pandemic. Among the most important recent struggles were by
hospital workers, including nurses, orderlies, and others. There, side by side,
Palestinian Arab and Israeli Jewish nurses and other hospital workers struck for
better conditions, higher pay, and more hiring. They staffed picket lines together
and held up banners in Arabic and Hebrew.

A couple of years ago, there was another uptick of settler violence and Islamist
attacks. Jewish families were targeted by the Islamists and Palestinian ones by
the settlers. The bus drivers’ union organised joint defence committees of its
members to protect both its Arab and Jewish members and their families.



The Israeli union federation Koah La Ovdim (Power to the Workers) is
independent of the Histadrut. This federation was formed in 2007 and openly
advocates solidarity between Jewish and Arab workers. Its membership has risen
to about 35,000 workers.

The above examples are important to keep in mind. They show that common
class action is possible and, in fact, natural. In the long term, the only way out of
the cycle of occupation, terror, war, and destruction that the region has been
through is through the joint effort of the working class to take power in Israel
and Palestine.

The anti-Semitic Hamas attack on October 7, with the killing of over 1500
civilians and the abduction of some 240 people, has raised an obstacle laid in
blood to the ability of workers to see their common interests and thus to the
ability to find a way forward.

A: At the event in question, you mentioned that the idea of a united Palestine seems
to have emerged in the 1960s and "70s in the Lebanese camps - what exactly did
that involve? Equal rights for Israelis and Palestinians? How did Palestinians and
Israelis react to this?

GM: In the late 1960s, people in the Palestinian refugee camps of Lebanon rose
up against the control and domination of the Lebanese state. The Palestinians in
these camps were among the most oppressed workers in the Lebanese industrial
units and large plantations. Through their mass rebellion, they established
control over the refugee camps, which allowed Fateh and the other Palestinian
organisations of the PLO to grow in these camps. These areas became centres of
revolutionary thought and organisation.

At that time, the PLO proposed that the struggle aim for a democratic, secular
Palestine where Jews, Christians, and Muslims could live as equal citizens with
equal rights. This attempt to provide a common perspective for Palestinian and
Israeli workers was a very progressive proposal at the time and could have been
a bridge for common action.

However, deeds must coincide with words. Many component organisations of
the PLO, while calling for such a perspective, at the same time organised actions
that targeted Israeli civilians. These actions, which aimed at killing Israelis
indiscriminately, did not fit with the narrative of a democratic secular Palestine
where Jews had a place as equal citizens. Hence, Israeli working people could
not be convinced that it was genuine, and the capitalist rulers of Israel made the
utmost use of these attacks.

A: At the same time, in 1972, we learned from the event that there was even a
railway network in Gaza with a route to Tel Aviv, but also a thought of an airport.
Today, even that sounds very far away, and here we are with the blockade and the



complete flattening of Gaza. This shows a difference in the picture compared to the
current stalemate. And what role has Hamas played?

GM: It is important to begin with the class context within which Hamas
functions. Hamas is a reactionary bourgeois organisation. Its political
perspective is the establishment of a capitalist Islamic state in Palestine. It has
shown what kind of rule it intends to establish in real life in Gaza. I want to
remind the reader that Hamas has ruled Gaza since 2006, when it won elections
there. In 2007, it waged a civil war against Fateh (the main component of the
PLO) and pushed Fateh out of the Gaza Strip. Since then, it has ruled with an
iron heel, denying democratic rights, trade union rights, women’s rights and
other freedoms won through struggle by workers worldwide.

Hamas's perspective is the elimination of all Jews from Israel; it is for the
destruction of Israel. Anything built by Jews since 1948 is considered illegitimate
by them. For Hamas, therefore, there is no room for Jews. It is an anti-Semitic
organisation. If anyone has any doubts about that, then just look at the Hamas
attacks on October 7. People were killed indiscriminately simply because they
were Jews. Some of those killed and kidnapped were, in fact, supporters of
Palestinian rights.

Such actions block efforts towards finding a path toward joint struggle by the
workers regardless of whether they are Israeli Jews or Palestinian Arabs. They
reinforce the political position of those who in Israel claim that Palestinians
want to kill all Jews and that there is no way to live together. It reinforces
political support for the occupation.

A: Is Netanyahu doing the same thing?

GM: Prime Minister Netanyahu is a capitalist politician heading Israel’s largest
capitalist party. Ultimately, he is in business to defend the interests of his class.
He has no concern for Palestinian rights, he has put immense obstacles to
ending the occupation, he has blocked the forming of an independent
Palestinian state, and so on; he has shown that in the years he has been in power.
Hamas’s actions, along with the bourgeois clerical regime of Tehran, put into
question the very presence of Jews in the region. This becomes an existential
question, including for the Israeli capitalist ruling class and their Prime Minister
- hence their determination in this current war. They will try to get rid of
Hamas, no matter the cost in Palestinian civilian lives but also Israeli lives.

A: The Bedouin are another people in the region, who analysts and historians often
overlook. In the October 7 attack, they even counted among their number the dead
- along with 22 other dead Thai land workers and pacifists. The Bedouins, perhaps,
were also optimistic about a joint coexistence of peoples with equal rights.



GM: Absolutely so. The Bedouins are nomadic Arab people. They are considered
part of the Palestinian people in the region of Israel and Palestine. Those living in
Israel have Israeli citizenship. The response of many Bedouins to the massacre of
October 7 was one of human solidarity. They ran to help the wounded. Many
were killed by the Hamas fighters.

A: You come from Lebanon; tell us, what is the situation and law for the
Palestinians?

GM: Palestinian peasant refugees have been living in Lebanon since 1948 during
the war to establish the state of Israel when, in some cases, they were forced by
armed Zionist forces to leave their homes in Palestine. In other cases, they were
strongly encouraged to go by the neighbouring Arab regimes who promised
them a quick return.

In Lebanon, they were settled in refugee camps near industrial centres and
agricultural plantations. These peasant refugees lived and continue to live in
slum-like conditions. By law, they were denied the right to property in real
estate and access to skilled jobs. The refugee camps were under the strict
control of Lebanese state security forces. They became a cheap source of
super-exploited labour for capitalist interests in agriculture and industry. By the
1970s, close to 400,000 Palestinian refugees lived in refugee camps in Lebanon.

I should add that this was not the fate of the upper middle and bourgeois classes
that left Palestine. These layers were integrated into Lebanon’s high society.

By the late 1960s and early 1970s, the Palestinian workers became militant
vanguard elements in the rise of trade unions and factory committees among all
workers in Lebanon. This rise in the working-class movement was a prelude to
the outbreak of civil war in 1975.

A: Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for this conversation. Peace and
justice!

https:/freedomnews.org.uk/2023/11/22/common-arab-jewish-struggles-in-the-pas
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